A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Tyrone was still holding out in the north when Elizabeth died
in 1603, but by the first year of the next reign the last inde-
pendent sub-sovereignty in Ireland was at an end.
By this time the land was in famine, the north filled -with
ruins. In 1607 Tyrone fled abroad, and the other great native
chieftain in the north, Tyrconnell, with him. They died in
Rome. Ulster was confiscated, and a regular permanent planta-
tion of it from England and Scotland began. Great tracts were
given to the Corporation of London which gave its name to the
city of Derry. In the rest of Ireland actual dispossession of
those on the land was rarer, but in some thirty years, just before
the opening of the Great Rebellion in England, there were in
Ireland out of every twenty acres nine in the possession of
Protestants, mostly alien (one-eighth of the population), to
eleven in the possession of native Catholic owners. The old
Celtic organization of society, in which every man had land
under his chief, was destroyed, and nearly half the people were
tilling for others, at a rent or a wage, the fields which had so
recently been their own.
The End of Elizabeth. The miserable old Queen never
got over the blow of Essex's execution. Yet she now had much
that might have helped her through those last wretched few
months. She had become popular with the generation which
dated from the Armada; she was more fully supported by her
subjects than ever she had been before; she could look back
upon a reign in which all eflForts to oust her from the throne
had failed, and in which all her rivals had been defeated, but
she knew that she had never been really the ruler, arid now in
her last years she despaired. Her death was a very unhappy
one, preceded by bad nervous trouble—nightmares and evfl
visions. After long sitting silent on the floor, propped up, \ritht
her finger in her mouth, staring, she died in the early hours of
Friday, March 24,1603.
JAMES I
the crisis of the gunpowder plot
Hie New Reign* To the very end of Elizabeth's life she
refused to name an heir, though the succession depended, of
eotirse, upon the will of the monarch—the idea of a
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